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ELrmer Frieo
ATTORNEY AT Law
SANDRA G. LEVITY
ALLEN E. KAYE

—

518 MADISON AVENUE
New York, N. Y. 10022

COUNSEL
i-LOYD RICHARD FORSTIER
WiLLIAM P, VOLIN

MURRAY HILL 8-8885
June 24, 1969.

George Owen, Esq.
Director of Visa Office
Department of State
515 32nd Street
Washington, D.C.

Re: Visa Application of John Lennon

Dear Mr. Owen:

If you will be at home Saturday night, and not engaged in
any special activities, you might be interested in watching
a half hour program on Channel 5 (in Washington) at 10:30PM.
This is a telecast of an interview with Mr. Lennon and his
wife during their "bed-in" in Montreal, the text of whlch

I am trying to obtain,

I think you will be very interested in the absolutely forth-
right manner in which Mr. Lennon expresses his beliefs against

violence of all kinds, including violent demonstrations,
seizure of buildings, etc.

I trust by this time you have received the text of the song
"Revolution” written by himself and Mr. McCartney.

It is not easy, as you might suppose, to assemble material

for my purpose, but whatever I have seen and heard so far con-
vinces me that this man is sincerely and publicly against the
use of drugs and against violence of any kind.

incerely,
ELMER FRIED
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SANDRA G. LEVITT 315 MADISON AVENUE
ALLEN E. KAYE NEW YoRrk. N. Y. 10022

COUNSEL . MURRAY HILL, 8-8538
LLoYDp RICHARD FORSTER ’ :

WiLLIAM P. VOLIN

June 24, 1969,

George Owen, Esqd.
Director of Visa Office
Department of State

515 22nd Street
Washington, D.C,.

Re: Visa Application of John Lennon
. Dear Mr. Owen;

If you will be at home Saturday night, and not engaged in
any special activities, you might be interested in watching
a half hour program on Channel 5 (in Washington) at 10:30PM.
Thig is a telecast of an interview with Mr. Lennon and his
wife during their-"bed-in" in Montreal, the text of which

I am trying to obtain.

I think you will be very interested in the absolutely forth-
right manner in which Mr. Lennon expresses his beliefs against
violence of all kinds, including violent demonstrations,
seizure of buildings, etc. '

I trust by this time you have received the text of the song
"pevolution” written by himself and Mr. McCartney.

It is not easy, as you might suppose, to assemble material

for my purpose, but whatever I have seen and heard so far con-
vinces me that this man is sincerely and publicly against the
use of drugs and against violence of any kind,

incerely,

ELMER FRIED

EF/d4 ' ——
cc: Mr. John Lehmann rile ins CO I
Deputy Commissioner, INS L R
Auth. By —---- -
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cCs W/F - Johm Lennon

co 212.24~C
Nomor andum for File June 26, 1965

John M, Lehemnh
Deputy Associate Commi ssioner, Travel Control

John Lennon, A7 W7 320

M. Owen catied fo inquire whether | hed received a copy of 8 letter
from Dr. Wymne, Nationst institute of Mental Heelth, adéressed fo

Nr. ond Brs. John Lesnsh. i teld him | had not seen the letter aithough
| wes smre of it. (The letter was recelved in my office subsequent to
the tslephone conversation).

¥r. Owen wished to siate that he has fow iearned thet the Mational iR~
stitute of mantst Heallth hes cancelled It invitation to Jobn Lennon and
wishes to postpone the seminar to sometime IR the future. He slso hes
neard that the NI jnfermed Atterney Fried that the State Depar tment

_concelled the aseting. M. Owen stated that is not true,that the State

tment woutd not tohe upon {3sslf to cancel any such meeting. He
peticves thet the sclence Adviser af State might have said to Dr. Wynne
something to the ef fodt "what good could Lennon do to your seminar?”

ar. Owen sise Inguired ss to whather | had 8 copy of the priet submitted
to him by Atternsy Fried. 1 toid himwe had, wot, He ssid he is siso
trylng to determine vhether he wiil write to the service and recommend 8
welver. | told him the position of the service has not changed and that
it was luwprobsbte tor the Service to overrule the Attoraney Gonersli.

JNL tiwh

P

Co 703.996
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Prosidont Blxon has esked ro $o Shenk you for your
waeend Satoovan ragavding Mr. Jobn Fenson,

1\'3 vou ars wnéabtelly aware from miblicity in thic
Pt Tanwom o boont fovnd by eongiler offleorn of
ot el Stehe to I‘a ':l'if;ible for the lssucnce
of a vioa bhooauna of hin convieticns on nnrcobie caurgla.
o vesuosd for a vedvon o‘ “w exlshing 'r;mu:?ﬂ:z of innli-
AR lity Los tmma cnareMlly connlidored ond lws Loon dondted,

Tinibility o0 issuance of vinan is determined by
congulay officorn of Tr-a'nax—tm-:\nﬁ of Shebta. Yhon gn alien
inlinivle Dov & visa seoquonts benporary admdasion o ths
Taltal Shotes m"**i\.mt.r':-dm &n "“‘tr**nv ocround of ineli-
gintidty, tha eonouloe oi‘:‘.’,e.eor or the Deportoont of Stote
1y roeoramd ho thia Service thoat torperary edmicaion be
euntboprioxi. &% Uk propent dtime, po such reeswrmrndotlon

in ponding belors thio Sorvies.

ha expreszicen of your viows in this natlcr is
arpreciats.

Sinceraly,

Jamss F. Groene
Associote Conmlinsicnar
Opercticonas

/ ¢C: H/P - Joim Lemmon

R
o0 hon
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UAGAS FL PD
CPT MONTREAL QUE JUNE 10

THE PRESIDENT

THT WHITE HOUSE
WEERED IS YOUR HELP IN VISA MATTER JOHN LEMNON STOP
ATTORUEY GENERAL®S MEGATIVE ATTITUDE IGNORES VALUE OF PUBLIC
RILATIONS AND OPINION PLEASE DO INTERFERE ENSURING YOURSELF
GANTITUDE OF FREE-YORLD YOUTH STOP WITH ADMIRATION I
FOLLOWED SINCE CONGRESSMAN YOUR HEROIC STRUSSLETO SERVE UsA
MAY YOU ALWAYS SUCCEED SINCERELY YOURS
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ErLMmer Frizp )

—%tl
ATTORNEY AT Law : ]

SANDRA G, LEVITT 515 MADISON AVENUE
ALLEN E. KAYE ’ New YOrk, N. Y., 10022
COUNGEL . MURRAY HILL 8-B558
LLoYD RICHARD FORSTER -
WiLLIAM P, VOLIN
June 23, 1969
» 9/ |

George Owen, Esq. I/7
Director, Visa Office ff
Department of State

515 22nd Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.

Re: Visa Application of John Lennon

Dear Mr. Owen:

I enclose the words of two songs which reveal the attitude of

Mr. Lennon with respect to violence. I particularly call your
attention to the second song, called "Revolution", which shows
clearly his total objection to violence. ' ‘

Sunday night, June 22, 1969, Channel 5 broadcast a "Metromedia
News Special” which revolved around an interview with Lennon and
his wife at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Montreal. I am trying
to obtain a transcript of that program because he was specifically
asked questions about violence, including campus violence and
violence in the streets, and he rejected any form of violence,

He and his wife both spoke about the importance of keeping on
talking with, and extending a hand to, "The Establishment". Mrs.
Lennon asked how it could be expected that "The Establishment"
would extend a hand to the young generation if that generation
was not willing to extend a hand to "The Establishment".

Obviously Mr. & Mrs. Lennon's position was clearly in favor of
"peaceful dialogue” as distinghished from foreceful activities of
any kind. If I can obtain a copy of the transcript I will get it
to you. It might be easier to get a video tape to you than to
get a transcript; but I assume you could not get the equipment to
re~-run the video tape. It was very revealing,and would convince
you of his total sincerity, and of the helpfulness that his views
might have to soften some of the clamorous voices which we hear
so often and so vehemently. -

-Sincerely yours, '
.\\\ \\.}1 Y . Fila m' m = ..._

N NN

IR YO Y

ELMER FRIED Asth. By -

_ EF:jm. T Date "
cc: Mr. John Lehmann, Filed by: \5-3-07
H' Deputy Commissioner, INS :

TATOT O
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ATTORNEY AT LaAaw

SANDRA G. LEVITTY ) 515 MADISON AVENUE
ALLEN E. KAYE ’ New YORk, N. Y. 10022
COUNSEL ’ MURRAY HILL §-8588

LiL.oYD RICHARD FORSTER
WiLLIAM P. VOLIN

June 21, 1969.

George Owen, Esq.
Director, Visa Office
Department of state
515 22nd Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

1]

Re: Visa Application 6f John Lennon

Dear Mr. Owen:

My memorandum did not deal with one of the questions that seems
to be of interest to the Government, to wit, whether mis-
representations were made in connection with the first visa
application made in London, when Mr. Klein, an American
business manager for Mr, Lennon, stated to Washington officials
that one of the purposes of the visit was to have Mr., Lennon
take part in an anti-drug campaign of some kind.

I have never met Mr. Klein, and only once had occasion to

speak with him. I was, in fact, introduced to Mr. Lennon
through Triumph Investment Trust, Ltd., of London, an invest-
ment firm which owns an interest in the Beatles through pur-
chase of the interest of the deceased Brian Epstein, their
former Manager. Mr. Klein's statement concerning Mr. Lennon’s -
intention was made without the advance knowledge or consent '

of Mr. Lennon. I have no doubt that Mr. Klein, an outstand-
ingly successful business-man, honestly believed that he could
obtain prompt compliance from Mr. Lennon with any request that
he made; and I have no doubt, therefore, that Mr. Klein honestly
pelieved that, if it would help Mr. Lennon to get a visa, by
his participating in an anti-drug campaign, he (Mr. Klein)
could commit Lennon to do sO. The fact is, of course, that

Mr. Lennon had no plan to do so and, when the issue finally
arose, it appears that Mr. Klein was overly-optimistic concern-—
ing Mr. Lennon's response. But then, Mr. Klein manages the
business affairs of Mr. Lennon, and should perhaps not have
taken it for granted that his own views on what Mr, Lennon
should do would necessarily prevail over Mr. Lennon's views.

I am sure, therefore, that your office was not the victim of
any deliberate misrepresentation with respect to this matter,
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To hold Mr. Lennon responsible for this occurrence would
manifestly be unjust. I think that the credibility of Mr.
Lennon's views is, in fact, heightened by this clear illus-
tration of his unwillingness to be false to his own self

just because it might be convenient. It should be even more
clear that the anti-drug and non-violence attitudes expressed
by Mr. Lennon are sincere, from the fact that he declined to
make an insincere statement or pledge (concerning his willing-
ness to campaign against drugs), just to get into the United
States.

Finding published material to corroborate the points mentioned
in my memorandum, is not simple, since the only available
newspaper with an Index (The New York Times) has shown very
little interest in the affairs of the Beatles, or any one of
them. I am continuing my quest for such material while, at
the same time, hoping that your own sources of information
(which are certainly vastly superior to mine) will already
have told you that all of the representations made in my
memorandum concerning his views, are correct.

I am able to enclose a photostat of a New York Times story
from an AP London dispatch of November 28, 1968, which contains
a report of the marijuana conviction. That article notes that
the Magistrate accepted the explanation that neither Mr. Lennon
nor his present wife, indulged in marijuana, and that the -
marijuana in his belongings was from the time he openly used
it. In a book called "The Beatles" by Hunter Davies, published
by Dell Publishing Co., Inc., in 1968, it is stated (Page 259)
that:

"By August 1967, they had given up drugs. By

actively thinking, reading and discussing

spiritual matters, they decided that artificial

stimulants like drugs were no real help. It was

better to get there without them."

I will, of course, forward to you, as soon as possible, any
additional material I can locate. In the meanwhile, I have
every confidence that you and the officials of the Department
of Justice, will give this matter fair-minded consideration.

I did speak with John Lehmann after speaking with you last
Wednesday, and gave him copies of my memorandum which he said
that he would read; but, of course, he did express the position
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that, since he had nothing before him (in the form of a
recommendation from your Office), there was nothing for him
0 actively consider.

Naturally, if there is any other information you wish to have,
just ask and if it is available, I will bring it ox have it
brought to your Office.

Sincerely,
ELMER FRIED
EF/d
Encl.

ce: Mr. John Lehmann, Deputy Commissioner, INS

3310
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BEATLES FAN CLUB

A Division of Apple Music Publishing Co. Inc,
‘1700 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019

 OFRFIC

1§‘§§\§i¢

BEATLES FAN CLUB

OFFIGIAL HEADQUARTERS ' "ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE" WRITTEN BY JOHN ILENNON
» AND PAUL McCARTNEY
Publ. JULY 5, 1967 - In England

LOVE, LOVE LOVE
. , LOVE, LOVE LOVE , .
. LOVE, LOVE LOVE - -
: Nothing you can do that can't be done o . .
% Nothing you can think that can't be sung. ‘ " '
d?¢<2;;%?———- Nothing you can say but you can learn how to play the game
It's easy... )
Nothing you can make that can't be made, » N :

No-one you can save that can't be saved, -

Nothing you can do but you can learn how to view in time,.

it's easy... , : .

- All you need is love

All you need is love

All you need is love
{) Love, love is all you need...

Nothing you can know that isn't known,

Nothing you can see that isn't shown,

No-where you can be that isn't where you meant to be,

it's easy...

. All you need is love

All youneed is love

All you need is love

Love, love is all you need....

"REVOLUTION" : WRITTEN BY JOHN LENNON
AND PAUL McCARTNEY
AMATL , Publ., SEPTEMBER 4,1968 In Enqgland
You say you want a revolution

Well, you know we all want to change the world

You tell me that's evolution,

Well, you know we all want to change the world

but when you talk about destruction,

Don't you know that you can count me out,

Don't you know it's going to be alright, Alrxight, Alright,Alright
You say you got a real solution

Well, you know we'de all love to see the blan,
- You ask me for a contribution
Well, you know we're doing what we can

But if you want money for people with minds that hate, 3311
All I can tell you is brother you have to wait,

Dont vou know it's anine +n he 2lwimke  avor.w.



Revolution continued:

You say you'll change a constitution -
Well, you know we all want to change your head,
You tell me it's the the institution,

Well, you know you better free your mind instead,

But if you go carrying pictures of Chairman Mao,
you ain't going to make it with anyone anyhow._
Don't you know it's 901ng to be alrxght,-.. '
alright, alrlght. '
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CO 212.84=C
June 23, 1969

Depaty Aseociste Commissicumer
Treval

Depwty Assistast Coumissiomer
Adyeltications/Bast

John Losmom, AlT 597 32

dNr. De Gxace, Visa Office, Deypartment of Jtabe, oallsd me te imguire
whother we kad gotten & letter frem Dr. Norwen R. Tamarkin, Vard
Adninistretor, Sectisn en Pugubisiry, labeswtery of Clinicsl Seciewse,
Baticms)l Tositube of Mewbsl Nealth.

Be said Dr. Teswrkin dad adiresesd o Jotter to Nr. Owen, dsted Jum
20, 1960, easlosing & letter seat 40 Nr. sal Nrs. Lemson, frem Dr.
Lyman C. Wyume, Chisf, AbS P Bramch, Natiomal Imstitute
of Mambal Nealth o Jwse 15, 1969, relative %0 their sttemding &
semizar st the Fatiomal Institute of Memtal Nealth to de beld detween

The relating "A" file was chargsd to New York on May 1%, 1969.

CONW/F - JORN LENKNGH

\qu C. 703, 976

TC:FKH:san
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. DATE
ODEPARTMENT OF ST €

REFERENCE SLIP

June 24, 1969

TO: Organ, Initials | Date
Name or Title Symbol Room No. Blidg.
" Mr. John M, Lehmann
L~
2. / )
O
> /] 7
ayyA
4, /
5.
Approval : Initial for Ciearance Per Conversation
As Requested Necessary Action Prepore Reply
Comment Note and Forward See Me
For Your Informotion Note and Return Signature

REMARKS OR ADDITIONAL ROUTING

Attached for your information and possible
consideration are two letters which are
self-éxplanatory from Dr, Tamarkin and

- Dr, Wynne of National Institute of Mental
Health, ‘

Please call me when you have hag an
opportunity to study it,

._\.'

FROM: (Name ond Org.{ymbol) ROOM NO. & BLDG: | PHONE NO.

SCA/VO - George H, Owen |800 SsA-2 {4357

FORM Ds_]o

#* GPO : 1988 O - 202-2{7 (20¢)
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DEPARTMENT.OF HEALTH. EDUCATION.
PUBLIC HEALTH SERvVICE

NATIONAL INSTITUYE OF MENTAL NEALTH
MENTAL HEALTH INTRAMURAL
RESEARCMH PROGRAM
9000 ROCKVILLE prig

BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20014 ' . : June 20, 1969
AREA CODE 30 .

W 2 o

' ’ ' 4 W’—
Dr.-G. H. owen . . —
Director of Visa Office : : )

Department of State

3
N N 9 7
Washlngton, D.c. ?0520 : ;*(,7 5—//{- Xzﬁvfo/

Dear Mr, Owen:

Sincerely,

Norman g, Tamarkin, M.D,
Ward Administrator, 4-West
Section on Psychiat

Laboratory of Clinical Science ‘
National Institute of Mental Health

.

. OFFICE OF TiE DIRECTOR I
' VISA OFFICE

Recp o
%:ré?fgg N 20 199

Jun 21 Bge -' | nE?Axan{ OF STATE _
WD Im -.4-1-.-.—-.—-...-..,-
ARp 0P g L -
“uts. BY e
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TLGAY b and Mrs. Lennon:

. underscand that you are planning to be in the United States

. - P Y e e TR 8 .
in the neal future and"wish to rake LS opportunxty to invite

vou to meot with some of our stafﬁ at the National Institute of
Mental Health in Bethesda, Maryland. :

for a aumber of years, the clinical and research programs of the
Nn;ional institute of Mental Health have.emphasized, especially

in the work of -the Adult psychiatry pranch, studies of adolescents
zad young adults and the problems of the3so-called ngeneration
zap.'" We have been concerned with such issués as creativity,

che resoiution of conflicts of values, within and between the
gancrations, and the usé of drugs, such as LSD. ‘We have been

VS B34 jndividual, family, and group methpds of jntervievwing and
tharapy Lo explore the nature of these problems, as well as @

~wariety of research methods from the fields of psychobiology,

psychiatry, and the social sciences. We .bave belicved that an
apen exchange of views about these complex and vexing issues
will assist ourselves and others in understanding more fully how
creativity and jadividual jdentity way pe sustained OF enhanced
in the presence of the contradictory pressures and conflicts

oi the nreal® world. :

secause we feel that you have been 2 spokesman for an important
- wewpoint in this ared and have succeeded in maintaining your
Loeative activities under diverxse circumstances, we would like
ro hear girectly from you about your ideas and the direction

Go oyour current thinking. '

v wish. to jnvite you to join with us in a seminar under the
aaspicesd of the Adult Psychiatxy granch, dn which we would plan

3317



Mo, ST - U L0k L an -2 - _ Jwino LL, U0y

S have o cilnopue with one anotier aboul some of the issues T have
prooiy ocoatioacd above.. In ordes to insure that this be a sericus
exesang - oo ideas, wo would plom to limit the participacring group

to Za o 39 staff members and consuliants to the Wational Institure
of yont i ilealeh whose interest in these problems has already becn
cocablished and whose work in this ficid will continue in the future.
Yoo oress would be excluded. In owrder that we not be deluged by
thoncands of young fans from the avea, which would make the sominar
diroleuwls 1f not impossible, we wish to avoid advance publicity.

3¢oense of other travael plans of myself -and other staff, we would
se.er oo have you come $ome time between june 23 and July 8, but

B0t Tauvsoay or Friday, June 26 or 27. I undersrand tHAt this may
be compatible with your intentions about visiting the United States.
tie Zurrner details of the scheduling can be worked out directly

* with Dr. Norman Tamarkin of the staff here. Needless to say, we

viil be pleased to hear from you as soon as circumstances make a

decision possible.

¢

Yours sincerely,

i . .
. ) \{/v oo, C . (,(‘.-' .7 [ Y -——
Lyman C. Wynne, M.D., Ph.D.
Chief, Adult Psychiatry Eranch
National Institute of Mental Zealzh

n.
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co 212.24k-C
FILE June 20, 1969

John M. Lehmann
Deputy Associate Commissioner, Travel Control

John Leunon, Al7 597 321

Mr. Lezar an author from California discussed the subject with
Mr. Greene and me today. He urged that the subject be permitted
to enter the United States because of the good influence he would
have on young people. He stated he had talked with Mr. Pred
Smith of the Visa Office and he had also talked with the Deputy
Attorney General. The latter informed him the wmiver would not
be granted. He has seen Mr. Swith again, vho suggested he go ‘o
the Attorney Genersl. The Attorney Genera]lﬂ in turn referred him
to this Service. office

Mr. Greene explained the subject is inadmissible because of his
convictions and the request for a waiver has been denied and
at the present time there is nothing pending before us.

Mr. Lezar indicated he would go back to the State Department and
request them to submit something to the Depatrtment of Justice.

I ingquired of Mr. Lezar as to his concern in the matter. He
stated he has had difficulty in selling some of his stories, tut
he recently met Lennon in Canadas and lennon assured him that he
would help wvith his latest story which involves the Beatles.

CC: w{r John Lennon
‘.h-"”““f‘\_
TC:JML:blh




$/19/69 10 ' CO 212.24-C

Dr. Nerman Tamarkia

John N. Lolmann, Depwty Associate Ceommissiomsr
Travel Ceatrol

Re: Johm Lemmen, Al7 397 321

Dr. Novmen Tamarkia 14-42141 called teday and advised thet

Dr. Tamarkin said Dr. Lymen Winse, Chisf of Adult Peychiletry
on

NS, I told Dr. Temezkin that asthing conceraing Lemmon was
presently peadiag befare this Service..

CC: Joha Lemnon - W/F

TC: MiL: bl
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/
_________________________________ X
In The Matter Of The :
Non-Immigrant Visa Application
of :

JOHN LENNON :
_________________________________ X

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF SECTION 512 (d)>(3'). wAIVER

INTRODUCTION

" John Lennon is a member of the most populér and successful
musical.groué since World War II, Thé Beatles. He has applied to
the American Consulate in Montreal for a visa to enter the Unitéd
States for a short business visit. He appears ineligible for a
visa under Section 212(a) (23) of the Act, by reason of a -
conviction in England for possession of marijuana. The record
is clear that at the time of such conviction, he had already
turned away from this type of activity, and expressed publicly
his anti-marijuana attitudes -- long before the question of a
visa to America arose. The issue is, whether the Secretary of
State should recommend, and if so, whether the Attorney General
should grant, a waiver of this ground of ineligibility, using the
authority of Section 212(d) (3).

It is submitted that every consideration of fairness and of
reason urges a favorable decision; that no interest of the United
States would suffer from granting this waiver; that it would be
contrary to the interests of the United States to deny this
application.

To the exfent that there are questions unanswered by this
memorandum, it is only through inability to anticipate those

guestions; and we stand ready at any time to supplement this brief
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REASONING

A. Lennon and the Question of Marijuana

Mr. Lennon repudiated artificial nind-stimulants like

| marijuana when he encountered the Maharishi, and despite the

vicissitudes of that encounter, has consistently abstained from

" such drugs and has publicly deplored their effects on him. The

"possession” of which he was conQicted was of marijuana which
somehow had remained in a case in his house long after he had
ceased to use it. Thus, he is not only a rehabilitated former
user: he is indirectly a proponent of abstinence. While it is
true that he declines to become part of a crusade against drugs,
the plain fact is that his credibility would actually be reduced
(among those who are drawn to him) by such a stance. He is much
more impressive teaching by the example of his abstinence, than
he would be by lecturing.

The Department is aware that the National Institute of
Mental Health has invited him to appear at a symposium or meeting,
of which more. details can be furnished by Dr. Tamarkin of that
Institute. Dr. Tamarkin has stated to me that in his own meetings
with young people, when speaking of drugs he speaks in terms of
his own feelings against their use, being careful to avoid
appearing to propagandize against them -- for young people can be
persuaded by indirection much more than by leCttE?mwx\yﬂﬂﬂkVSL

Since Mr. Lennon's views on the undesirability to hlm'&ave

already been publicly expressed, and since he would consistently

i e s vt

express those ideas whenever the question would arise, it should

be clear that he must be counted on the anti-drug side of thlS
issue, both emotlonally and with respect to whatever effect he
might have on listeners, notwithstanding he might maintain

friendly relations with advocates of a contrary persuasion and
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‘the Police their brothers, to show the Police that they are loved;

: peaceful —-- and ultimately urged them and prevailed upon them to

- 3 -
notwithstanding that he cannot be pushed into propagandizing.
It cannot be in thé interests of the United States to bar
a person so influential with young people, with many of whom the
question of the use of artificial mind-stimulants occupies so

important a role in their thinking.

B. Lennon and the Queétion of Violence

One of the most imoortant problems of the day is campus
violence and streef violence. The President of the United States
has expressed his concern, and no area of America is free from
such turbulence and the effect of such turbulence.

The record is crystal clear that John Lennon is entirely

against violence in any form. He has called upon people to call

he has called upon the young to maintain a continuing dialogue
with the older generation and not to turn away from them.

During the last Memorial Day weekend it is well-known that there
was a "Parade" in Berkeley, California attended by some 30,000
young people, involving the'question of the use of certain open
spaces; and when that large group was reported at times to have
potential for disorderliness or worse, Mr. Lennon, telephoning
several times to the leaders of that march from a hotel in

Montreal, urged the leaders to keep things "cool®, to keep things

disband the march and dispexse. peacefully.
Mr. Lennon is in fact a dramatic, although indirect,
influence for peaceful behavior. Surely it cannot be in the

interest of the United States to exclude a man who, to the extent

that he has influence with young people, can influence them to the
side of peaceful actions.

It should be observed that even with respect to the:Vietnam
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war, Mr. Lennon's public strictures have Been far morefgentle
with the United States than have the comments of many Americans-
high in public life and certainly moxe so than that of many
prbminent highly placed foreign *friends" of the United States,
At no time has Mr. Lennon attacked the United States with
respect to the Vietnam war, any more than he has held all the
nations responsible for wars generally; To the extent that he is
against the Vietnam war; he is not against the American role,
any more than he is against participation by any other nation
including those against whom United States forces are fighting.
His public utterances therefore are in no way anti-American;
they are simply pro-peace.

Surely it cannot be in the interest of the United States to
bar an individual who adheres so closely to the injunction of

the $ermon on the Mount, "Love ye one another®.

C. Lennon and the Congressional Intent.

Clearly there are two Congressional policies affecting
persons convicted of drug or marijuana charges. There is the
stern policy of excluding immigrants in this category; and there
is the realistic policy of allowing the executive officials to
waive the bar in favor of non-immigrants. The executive branch,
being thus allowed to use its own juagment as to non-immigrants,
has in the past been disposed to grant waivers whenever there is a
bona fide purpose to the visit, the individual is no longer
engaged in the reprehensible activity, and no harm can be
suffered by the United States from the alien's entry. Such
considerations clearly apply in favor of John Lennon's application
Indeed, as has been shown above, and as will appear subsequently,

there are positive factors favoring a waiver in this case.
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D. Lennon's Purpose in Visiting

The visit is primarily for business purposes.

under contract with a New York publisher (not of a sensatlonal

He has a new

kéecord being produced nere; he and his wife have "album-books" \\

.

g

\
/3

Fore

r
>

L3

/
“h;wu .

nature, I have been told)

On this visit, Mrs. Lennon wants to}?

‘was so pleased with the possibility of Mr. Lennon's appearance -

bring her American daughter (by a prior marrlaqe) to visit the

T

child's grandparents on Long Tsland. Mr. Lennon has accepted \yj
an invitation by the National Institute of Mental Health to

appear at a meeting of osychiatrists and other behavioral

scientists, in Washington, D.C., Wthh they feel will help to
offer insight into attitudes of the young. (The. great problem

£ today'is said to be the "generation gap*é The physiciang qf
the NIMH obviously feel that Lennon can offer insight which might
help to lessen the gap.)

So important is the latter purpose that when word was out
that Lennon ﬁight come here and appear before NIMH scientists,
other requeSts have come from behavioral scientists in other
parts of the country, hoping that Mr. Lennon might appear there,
To illustrate; The undersigned on June 14, spoke with Dr, Robert
J. Gaukler, a leading psychiatrist and teacher, located in
Villanova, Pennsylvania. Dr; Gaukler expressed the hope that if
Mr. Lennon came to the United States he would be willing to appear
at a meeting in Philadelphia at which a large number of the leading
behavioral scientists of this portioﬁ of the country would wish
as Drl Gaukler

)
to appear and meet with Lennon. The object,

explained it, was precisely that desired by Dr. Tamarkin; who
at the request of NIMH., It is quite plain that these two
psychiatrists, unknown to one another, saw the same problems
amongst the youth of the day, and the same possibility~ih learnihg
how to cope with it through meeting with John Lennonl Both

physicians are surprisingly familiar with the publicly expressed
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views of Mr. Lennon; both believed that he had very great
influence amongst youth; both believe that the influence is more
advantageous to society than not; both believe that he can offer
insight into the attitudes and behavior of young people and thus
help them (the scientists) to understand why the "generation'gap"
exists, and hopefully, how it can be narrowed.

There is no question that Mr. Lennon's interest in youdh
would lead him, at his own expense, to meet with these groups
of doctors for whatever benefit they might obtain from such
meetings.

Tt is clear that Mr, Lennon's purposes in coming to the
United States are legitimate, businesslike, socia}}xﬂgseful,

S

and orthodox and proper. To deny him the possibility of carrying

N,

out such perfectly legitimate objectives would be to wield power

without compassion and without justice.

F. Lennon and our Visa Polcies.

There is a serious question whether it is even dignified for
the United States of America to refuse a visa to a gifted and

popular musician for an act that he does not justify and which,

on the contrary, he now deplores. The possession of marijuana
s S ——— e et

was his sin:

he has publicly renounced it. If he.were coming

to advocate the use of marijuana, there would be justification
for trying to keep him out, in support of a policy to discourage

the use of marijuana. But when Mr. Lennon himself discourages by

his example, the use of marijuana, what policy is served by his

exclué£65§
If the exclusion of such a person is morally groundless,
would not the dignity.of the Government suffer from excluding
him? Such refusal cannot remain secret: would the explanation
of the marijuana conviction really suffice, when everyone knows
that Mr. Lennon neither uses nor advocates, and in fact, disavows

the use of marijuana? Might there not arise the feeling that the
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refusal was arbitrary? Should our Government make arbitrary

decisions? Are we too weak to make humane ones? ’zﬁ—¢ \
. ’

F. The Prior Favorable Recommendation by the State
Department and Denial by the Justice Department.

Mr, Lennons 'London Representative, Peter Brown, was called

to the London Embassy on June 10, 13969 and advised that the
Justice Department had denied a waiver of the visa application
made at London.‘ It is clear, thereforej that State recommended
and Justice disapproved. It is to be hoped that State will not
fail to recommend again; merely out of discourégement that
Justice might not agree. Certainly State's independent functioning
as contemplated by Section 212(d)(3); would be frustrated if its
actions were governed by its concern that the Justice Department
might disagree.

We hope that the State Department will be as favorably
inclined on the Montreal application as it was with respect to
the London application., We hope that the Justice Department
will reconsider the matter afresh; and tha£ this menorandum

will help to dispel some adverse impressions it migﬁt have had

— e S

ofdﬁr. Lennon.
SUMMARY |

Many press stories of Mr, Lennon have been pure sensationalis:
—-sometimes with only a slight base of fact: If the District
Director at New York can complain he was misguoted by the press-=
as he has ~- how much more can the more-often-interviewed and
more loquacious Mr. Lennon make the same complaint, For the
State Department or the Justice Department to draw adverse

inferences from such reports would certainly not be justified.
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This is clearly a case in which the U.S, Government agencies
are entitled to have answer to their questions from Mr. Lennon=-

Yeng Aniag '
and itwhas the duty to express ils doubts to Mr. Lennon or his

A
legal representative so that groundless suspicions or inferences
can be clarified and correctead,

In view of Mr. Lennon's anti—marijuana_views; to hold his
marijuana conviction against hz;-;ﬁggﬂggdzzgieéxonly to make a
brief business visit; would hardly seem fair and reasonable,
His personal views on marijuana, and on peaceful expression of
dissent, are entirely consistent with our Government's views;
and the influence of his ideas on young peéple could be
salutary, Indeed, at the start of the now-dreaded “"long hot
summer”, his position against violence might well serve to
"cool" those portions of our youthful populace who are admirers
of The Beatles and of John Lennon in particular:

In short, né harm at all can arise from granting a waiver
to Mr. Lennon; much good can come of it; and a proper sense of
fair play requires it.

Respectfully'submitted;
ELMER FRIED

Attorney for John Lennon
515 Madison Avenue,

New York, N.Y. 10022
212-688-8555




€O 212.24-C
FILE June 18, 1969

John M. lLehmann
Deputy Associate Commissioner, Travel Control

John Lennen, Al7 597 321

-
Mr. Elmer Fried called lest week and stated he was going to New .
York on Wednesday, June 18 to discuss the case of John Lennon
with Mr. George Owen of the Viea Office. At that time he in-
quired vhether he might also visit the Central Office. I told
him then that this Service had nothing before it concerning
Lennon and furthermore the authorization of a waiver is a matter
between the Department of State and the Service and there 1s no
vehicle whereby the alien through hie attorney could appear. be-
fore us.

Today Mr. Fried appeared at my office and stated he was doing so
at the request of George Owen. Mr. Pried stated he had no inten-
tion of coming since I had explained to him the situstion on the
phone, but Mr. Owen indicated it would be to no avail for the
Department of State to request & weiver if this Service ccotinued
to refuse to authorize a waiver. Mr. Owen therefore suggested
he come over and furnish this Service copies of the memorandum
in support of & Section 212(d)(3) waiver in behalf of the subject
that he gave to Mr. Owen.

In sddition to giving me copies of the memorandum, copy of vhich

is attached, be reiteratad most of the information he furnished wme

on June 4, 1969. Mr. Fried appears to be thoroughly convinced that
the subject intends to come to the United States for business pur-

poses only and will not participate in any demcnstrations.

Mr. Fried requested that if I did pot make the final decision that
I wvould pass on to the decision maker his request that he be per-

mitted to present the subject’'s case should the Service be inclined
to deny the wvaiver application.

GC: !jz John Lennon

TC: IML: blh
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Memorandun for File June 10, 196

Assistant Commissfoner
Inspections

Jobhn Letmen, Al7 597 321

¥
£

W.MM.MMRM.MMGBM—
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stated that (1) the official Camsidion Ismigratien heariag
88 Leumsn vithirew his formal application for admissfies to
mmmmmt‘dwmoﬁmcm
iu Caneda; and (3) press netices stated he returmed te

t action fyom kis U.S. viss applicationm.
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CO 212.24-C
Memorandum for File June 9, 1969

John M, Lehmenn
Deputy Assoclate Commissioner, Trave! Control

John Lemnon, AI7 397 321

Nr, Owen of the Visa Office advised that he has now conférmed that
the subject departed from Conada on June 5, 1969, at 21000 destined
to Frankfurt. His request for sémission to Cansds was adjourned
without ruiing on his admissibiiity,

Nr. Owen sisc atvized that the Visa Office has sent a visas twenty-four
cebie concerning the subject to London, Monires! sad Toronto. Visas
twenty-four states that the circumstances in the case do not warrant
oxercise of 212{d}{3){A} but that the case should be resubmitted (¢ the
consular officer heileves refusal adversely affects the foreign reiations
of the United States or the public relations of the post or it it is
otherwise embarrassing.

CC: W/F - John Lennon l/

CO 703.996

JAL ¢ fwh
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€0 212.4-C
Memorandum for Flie June 6, 1969

John A, Lehmenn '
Deputy Asscciate Commissioner, Travel Controi

4

John Lemnon, Al7 357 321.

dr. Owen, Viss Office, called todey snd sdvined that on June 4, 1909,
Under Secretery of State Richerdeon calied Deputy Aftorasy General
Kieindiunst and recommended s 212(4)(3) welver on behatt of the subject.
Nr. Kisindlena? refused to suthorize the meiver. Accordingly, there wiil
be 2o walver In ?his cose and Mr. Owen wili so Inform Attorney Fried I
heo sheuld caill him,

Mr. Owon aiso advised he has aise been informed thet it has been reported
that subject withdrew his appiication for admission to Consda yesterdey

snd planned o fiy to London last night, Ne wiii aftempt fo varify this
and et vs hwow,

€C: €O 703.996 /
w/F - jJobn Lenmon

JiL 3 twh
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Co 212.24-C
Memorandum for File June 4, 1969

John M, Lehlmann
Deputy Assocliate Commissioner, Travel Control

John tennon

Attorney Elmer Fried called today from New York advising that he
wished to discuss the case of John Lennon. He knew that subject was
inadmissible and wouid need a 212(d)13) waliver before he could be
admitted,

| told Mmr. Fried that no recommendation for a walver has been submitted
and at the preseni time we havé nothing before us. | suggested he dis-
cuss the matter with the Visa Office. He Indicated he would catl

M. Owon since he aiready sent him a2 telegram,

He requested that if we should get a recommendation from State he be
permitted to come and discuss the matter with us, He requested that we
call him collect.

Even though Mr. Fried knew there was nothing pending before us he spent
considersblie time discussing:the subject. He claims he spent two hours
with isim in Montreal and he, Fried, Is convinced that Lennon does not
intend to cause havoc, participate In any disruptions or any demonstrations
or any displays of any kind and witl not meke any anti U,S. speeches con-
cerning the Viet Nem wer.

discuss
Nr., Fried stated that he would llke to have an opportunity to Adohn Lennon's
sober side since without such a presentation the Government would probably
be guided by newspaper accounts, HE also advised that Lennon had a press
conference yesterday and before the press conference Fried advised Lennon to
not answer any questions concerning his visa appilication but to refer such
questioners to Fried. One reporter did call fried who told him the officers
of the State Department end Immigration are very fair men and ailways,. made
wise decisions and was certaln a proper decision would be made in this case,
Mr. Fried Indicated the reporter lost interest when there was nothing exciting
to discuss,

MW, Fried also stated the newspapers always push the sensstional side of
Lennon's activities and that if during a S0 minute interview 88 minutes
could be devoted to serious, sober minutes but If two minutes were devoted
fo sensationailsm of any kind the reporters would concentrate on that,
Wrs. Leanon advised that recently she was quoted in the Canadian papers as
saying "it would be groovy If Paul Trudesu would participate in the bed-in
with the Lennons®, Mrs, Lennon advised W, Fried that the truth of the
matter is that white the Lennons were discussing their own bed-in someone
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asked 1f they would ike to meet W, Trudesu and MWs. Lennon sald that would
be very nice,

M. Fried stated that Lennon Is not sgainst U.S. activity In the war to any
grester extent than he is to all werring nations, He belleves In peace and
love and that war Is terrible. People should fove each other. He §s agatnst
the use of the word "plgs” when thet term Is used for police. He telis his
his friends thet the police are our brothers,we must talk with +Rem and
Sxpress our viewpoints. He belleves In keeping an cpen dlajogue with older
pecple 30 that both age §roups could learn to undersiand esch other. He
stoftes that some young peopie think he ls antl-revolutionary since he does
not belleve In viclence, Last week ring the Berkeley Park demonstration
Mr, Fried stated that Lennon telephoneifrom Canada to severs| of the
Berkeley teaders snd advised them against the use of vicience and sald they
should disperse and go home i+ any trouble arose., He apparentiy spiit with
Joan Basz over this issue.

Mr. Fried states thst Lennon's purpose in coming to the Unlted States is to
discuss busineas af¥éirs with record Companies and have a meeting with

Simon and Schuster. |t 8ppeers Mrs. Lennon has written the text of several
records and she too Is Involved in the business mestings. Mr. Fried has

been In touch with a representative of the National {nstitute of Mentas Health
who Indicated they would appreciate it If Lennon would come to Washington to
8ppear before thelr group snd submit to Interrogation. The forme! invitation
To this will be submitted by the Institute as sooh as the President returns.
The Institute believes that with properpsychological study of Lennon they
could lesrn much about young people In general,

M. Fried advigsed that Lennon witl not participate In any kind of a campaign
against the use of drugs since he belisves that each person should make Bp his
own mind and he does not believe that he should telllothers what to do. |f
any one shouid ssk him, however, his personal belief he wouid teli them he is

oppased to the use of atl drugs. He refused to make a tape with a Senator since he

would not advocate agninst the use of grugs.,

Lennon admits that he has used marl juanas In the past byt gave It up somsetime
ago. When he was moving to take up residence with the present Mrs. Lennon his
Chauffeur brought all of thelr belongings and in one of the cases some

mor| jusne was found, That wes the basis for his conviction for thet .. ; .
possession of meorijusna. Lennon clalms that he had long since stopped using
It and does not know whether the mari juana was his or one of his friends.

Mr. Fried stated that he advised Lennon that he (Fried) has a reputation for
honesty snd he would not want to make representations to the United States
Government if Lennon wouid not do whet he promised. Lennon stated he under-
stood and was vary sincere sbobt ceusing no trouble. If he rushes he could
compiete 8l of his activities here in about ten days but if he Is Invited to
appear before the National institute of Menta| Health he would 1ike to be here
about three weeks.

CC: €O 703,996

W/F ~ John Lennon | __—

JML 5 Iwh
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COMMISSIONER RAYMOND FARRELL
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 119 D ST NE WASHDC
REGARDING 212(D)(3) WAIVER APPLICATION OF JOHN LENNON PLEASE
PERMIT ME AS KIS ATTORNEY TO MAKE ORAL PRESENTATION OF THE
MERITS BEFORE DECISION 1S REACHED WILL COMMUNICATE FURTHER
ON MY RETURN TO NEW YORK THANKS .
FMie 1n; 0 e
ELMER FRIED, wF

445A EDT JUN 2 69
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Referred to another gov't agency
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

WI0-108

OPFTIONAL, FORM NO. 10
“SAY 1988 RDITION
GSA PFPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

James F. Creene, Associate Commissioner, OperationsDATE: May 28, 1969 w
Nentral Office

Al7 597 321

Sol Marks, Deputy District Director
New York, New York

John LENNON, Member of the Beatles

In accordance with your telephonic request today, I spoke with Miss
Bess Trinks, Privilege and Immunities Officer, United States Mission
to the United Nations. She checked this matter with UNICEF and learned
that a Mr. Weaver of the United States Committee for UNICEF, a non-
governmental organization interested in supporting the activities of
UNICEF, had received a call from Mr. Allan Klein of Abko Industries
asking if UNICEF would be interested in receiving the proceeds from

a benefit performance by John Lennon at the Felt Forum in Madison
Square Garden. Mr. Weaver told Mr. Klein that his organization would
need time to consider it and determine whether they would find it
acceptable. No date was ever mentioned to Mr. Weaver and no specific
commitments were made. It was simply an "approach' and nothing more.

We have also learned by checking independently with the Madison Square
Garden Corporation that Lennon's agent, a Richard Seaman, had inquired
as to the feasibility of renting space in the Felt Forum with a view
to "putting on a show" in which John Lennon would appear. UNICEF

was not mentioned and nothing further was discussed.

Tt appears obvious that Lemnnon or persons in his behalf are attempt-
ing to rig things so that a future application for admission will
bear some philanthropic coloration.
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o0 703.996
Pile May 29, 1969

Associste Commissionsy, Oparations
Johm Leomon

Congressmen Podell called Tussdey eveming with regard to ths Lemnon
case. He dagfired to know the status of same. Ne wes informed of

whet had tremspired and the fact that the Service had declined to
grent the weiver in view of the lack of specific infermetion ss te
whet Lewnon proposed to do if he came to the United States.

Cougressmen Podell asked whether Lenacn's sppesrsnce st Madisom
Square Gavden in s rally supporting UNICEF weuld meke sny difference
in cur dectsion in this case. I i{mformed him thet I wes net sware
of sny arrsagemsnt or say rTequest for Lemmon to sppest ia the United
States at sy such rslly. Nowever, I would check it out snd adviss
ml

On Wednesdey, Moy 28, 1969, Mx. Merks, Deputy Pistrict Director at
Bew York, endesvered to find out from the U. 8. Mlssion, United

Betisns, vhether there wes suy such rslly scheduled. Ne informed
me that s Mr, Vesver, who is ceumected with the “Committee™ which
supports UNICEY, had been comtacted by Allen Klein, Isanon's agent
in the U.5., st which time Klein asked vhether they would be inter-
ested in permitting UNICRF's mems to be used in a fund-raising

sally st Madisom Squere Caxden. Nothing was decided, no dates were
set, there is no rvally schedulsd, ergo =0 performers have beaen se-
lectad. It was not stated whether Lemmon would sppesr as a psid or

wapaid pexiforamr,

Cougressmsn Podall wes informed of what I hed leazmed fyom Mr. Mavxks.
Alse, he wes informed thet the Service hes as spplicstion or request
pending to sdmit lLemmon to the United States for smy purpese; that
if Leomon desired to emter the United States he mwet meke application
with & censular officer sbresd and the mstter weuld prebably be re-
forred to the Viss Office, whe, if they desired to issue such a viss,
would recommend to the Sexvice the grantisg of a waiver. I further
informed him that as far as ¥ cam find out tha State Department has
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